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6pm - Heroes of Collective Impact Awards

*Thanks to Valerie & Lee Friedman and
Laura & Robbie Friedman and their families
for making it possible for us to run the
Carousel this evening.

Philanthropy: Cliff White and Sally Rudney

Presented by Gabe Albornoz, President, Montgomery County Council

Public Sector: JoAnn Barnes and Linda McMillan

Presented by Dira Treadvance, Chief of Children, Youth and Families,
Montgomery County Department of Health & Human Services

Montgomery Moving Forward Co-Chairs: Kevin Beverly, Shirley

Brandman, Mike Knapp, Susan Madden, Arlene Pietranton, Kathy

Stevens, Diego Uriburu

Presented by Suzan Jenkins, CEO, Arts & Humanities Council of
Montgomery County; Board Member, Nonprofit Montgomery

Collective Impact Superhero: Sharon Friedman

Presented by Bob Buchanan, Partner, Buchanan Partners 

CLOSING REMARKS

Lavontte Chatmon, Interim Executive

Director, Nonprofit Montgomery

VIDEO

The Story of Collective Impact in Montgomery County

Introduced by Tricia Swanson, External Affairs Manager-Maryland,
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

5pm - Doors Open & Carousel (runs until 6pm)*

AWARDS PRESENTATION

Bill Tompkins, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer,

Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation

Welcome!

CHAMPION Event Sponsors

For more sponsors, see page 9.



2014

2015

2018

 SECOND ISSUE: 
Early Care & Education

 

Call to Action for 
Early Care & Education

County Council 
votes to establish an 

ECE Coordinating Entity 

2021

STARTING POINT:
Cross-Sector Buy-In

& Representative
Leadership Group

Montgomery Moving
Forward (MMF)  launched 

as an initiative of 
Nonprofit Montgomery

ON THE HORIZON...
A new issue and even broader
community engagement
towards achieving economic
opportunities for all and a
thriving Montgomery County

3

FIRST ISSUE: 
Workforce Development

 

Call to Action: Fueling our
Future with Skilled

Workers & Good Jobs

MMF's Journey: 10 Years of Collective Impact

2012

County Council 
votes to establish

 WorkSource
 Montgomery, Inc. 

Creation of  ECE
Workforce Advocacy

Coalition 
2020

2022

Recommendations 
for Public-Private  

ECE Coordinating Entity 

About Our Heroes of Collective Impact

Kevin Beverly, Economic Development Advocate

Kevin Beverly is the former President and CEO of Social & Scientific
Systems, Inc. (SSS) in Silver Spring, MD and Executive Officer of
DLH Corporation NASDAQ:DLHC. He joined SSS in 2003 and served
as Vice President of Business Development and Executive Vice
President and President of the company. Before joining Social &
Scientific Systems, Kevin served in increasingly responsible
leadership, strategy and management and sales positions at Abt
Associates, BAE Systems Corporation, Computer Sciences 

JoAnn Barnes, Chief, Children Youth and Family
Services, Montgomery County Department of Health
and Human Services (Retired)

Ms. Barnes served Montgomery County residents through the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for over thirty years.
She joined the Department as the Finance Officer where she provided
oversight to Montgomery County’s transition from Food Stamps to
Electronic Benefit Transaction cards and managed the issuance of
public assistance benefits and Child Care Subsidies. In January 2011,  
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she became the Deputy Chief of Children, Youth and Family Services and became the Chief in
2015. In this role, she had oversight for Early Childhood Services, Child Welfare Services Child
and Adolescent Services, Eligibility programs, and Positive Youth Development and managed a
team of over 550 staff and a budget of over $100 million. Throughout her career at HHS, Ms.
Barnes focused on service delivery and customer service. Her initiative led to the creation of staff
led quality improvement teams at each of the HHS regional offices. Her team led the Ecosystem
work funded by the Kresge Foundation to strengthen human service networks in specific
communities of need. She holds a B.S. degree in Accounting, and Master's of Human Services.

Shirley Brandman, Education Advocate
Shirley Brandman currently works as an education advocate in
Montgomery County. She is Chair of the Board of Advisors for the
Universities at Shady Grove (USG) and a member of the Identity,
Inc. Board of Directors. In 2014, Shirley completed two terms as an
elected member of the Montgomery County Board of Education
where she was twice selected to serve as President. Prior to her
service on the Board of Education, Shirley worked as a special
education consultant and master teacher for children with learning
disabilities Shirley began her career as an attorney representing

children and youth in abuse/neglect and juvenile delinquency cases in Newark. Shirley is a
graduate of Yale Law School and Yale University and earned her Master¹s Degree in Special
Education from American University. She is a first generation American. 

Corporation, PSI International, the National Library of Medicine and the World Health
Organization. Kevin serves as a Vice Chair on the Executive Committee of the Board of Advisors
for the University of Shady Grove (USG). He chairs the Board of CollegeTracks and serves as an
advisor to Children’s Opportunity Fund in Montgomery County, MD at the pleasure of the County
Executive. Kevin is very active in community activities including the founding of the Mildred
Beverly Memorial Family Fund which provides college scholarships for underprivileged youth in
Dorchester County, MD. Kevin is a 2017 inductee into the Montgomery County Business Hall of
Fame and a 2019 recipient of the World Trade Center Institute’s International Business
Leadership Award. Kevin was named the 2021 Montgomery County Philanthropist of the Year by
The Community Foundation. Kevin holds an undergraduate degree in criminal justice and a
master's degree in library science and information services, both from the University of Maryland,
College Park. 

https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/MMF-Call-to-Action.pdf
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Mike Knapp, CEO, SkillSmart, Inc.

Susan Madden, Chief Government Relations Officer, 
Montgomery College

Susan Cottle Madden is a longtime resident of Montgomery County
raising her family in Silver Spring and is the chief government
relations officer at Montgomery College, one of Maryland’s largest
and most diverse colleges, serving more than 40,000 students in
training and certification programs and degree programs. She has
held positions at the Montgomery County Council, the Maryland
General Assembly and in the private sector. Ms. Madden is an 

Mike Knapp is CEO and Co-Founder of SkillSmart and has spent
his career identifying opportunities to use technology to improve
people’s lives and create economic opportunity. He currently chairs
the Board of Trustees at Montgomery College, is Vice Chair of the
Board of Advisors at the Universities at Shady Grove, and serves on
Montgomery Moving Forward and is a board member of the
Healthcare Initiative Foundation and Identity, Inc. He served two
terms on the County Council of Montgomery County, MD, was 

Sharon Friedman, Co-Founder & Director, 
Montgomery Moving Forward

Ms. Friedman is Principal, Friedman Strategies, LLC, bringing her
experience of 18 years as CEO of the Mental Health Association in
Montgomery County (now called EveryMind) to the greater nonprofit
sector. Sharon is the co-founder and Director of the county's oldest
collective impact endeavor, Montgomery Moving Forward (MMF), an
initiative of Nonprofit Montgomery. During her decade-long
leadership of MMF, Ms. Friedman has shepherded systems change

Arlene Pietranton, Chief Executive Officer of the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
(Retired)

Sally Rudney, Philanthropic Advisor

Sally Rudney was the founding executive director of The Community
Foundation in Montgomery County and served in that role for 17
years. She is now a philanthropy advisor to individuals and families.
Back in 2005, Sally and colleagues launched an effort to encourage
the County Government to partner more effectively with community
nonprofits as the County’s population exploded and its demographics
shifted dramatically. This effort led to the creation of Nonprofit
Montgomery, the Nonprofit Village and a Nonprofit Advancement 

Arlene A. Pietranton, PhD, CAE served as Chief Executive Officer of
the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) from
2004 until her retirement at the end of 2021. Before working at
ASHA, Arlene held several clinical and administrative positions as a
speech-language pathologist and member of the medical center
administration at The George Washington University Medical Center 

Linda McMillan, Senior Legislative Analyst, Montgomery County Council
(Retired)

Linda McMillan recently retired as a Senior Legislative Analyst from the central staff of the
Montgomery County Council. Linda started her career in Montgomery County in 1987 in the
office of Councilmember Neal Potter. Linda worked in the Office of Management and Budget for
about 3 years and then returned to the Council’s central staff. When rejoining the Council staff,
Linda first worked on criminal justice and juvenile justice policy and budgets and then
transitioned to working on health and human services and housing/affordable housing policy and
budgets. As a part of her work for the Council, Linda worked with Montgomery Moving Forward
on its inaugural issue, using the collective impact model to improve the workforce development
system in Montgomery County. Linda has a Master of Public Finance from the University of
Maryland and a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Alfred University. 

efforts in the areas of workforce development and early care and education, both culminating
in historic policy and practical innovations aimed at advancing economic opportunities for all of
the County's residents. Ms. Friedman has been a recipient of the Neighborhood Excellence
Local Hero Award from the Bank of America, the Community Leader Award from Jewish
Women International, the Montgomery Women Shining Star award, and most recently a 2022
Maryland Community Action Partnership Vision and Value Award. She was President of the
Montgomery County Council of PTAs, and is a past Chair of the Nonprofit Montgomery
Steering Committee. Her expertise has been tapped for the transition teams of the last three
Montgomery County Executives, and she has been included in The Daily Record's Top 100
Women in Maryland. Ms. Friedman received her B.S. and M.S.W. from the University of
Maryland. She joined the Holy Cross Health Board of Directors in 2014 and served as chair in
2018 & 2019. Ms. Friedman lives in Rockville MD with her husband Stephen where one of their
favorite pastimes is entertaining their 5 grandchildren! 

elected Council President and also chaired the Washington Metropolitan Council of
Governments, and Transportation Planning Board.

inaugural member of the MMF Leadership Group and a champion of social change through
the use of collective impact principles. 

in Washington, DC. Arlene is an active member of the American Society of Association
Executives (ASAE) and of the Council of Engineering and Scientific Society Executives (CESSE)
and the only individual to date who has served as Chair of both ASAE and CESSE. She is one of
only two individuals to date to have received all three of the CEO Update, Association Trends,
and ASAE Key awards. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in biology, Master of Arts in speech-
language pathology, and PhD in psychology from George Washington University. Arlene resides
in Washington, DC with her husband and two adult daughters. Her interests include international
history and culture, reading, theater, travel, skiing and spending time with family and friends. 

Fund, all supported with public and private funds. Sally was pivotalin the creation and funding
of these three sister efforts, working closely with government, philanthropy, business and
nonprofit leaders. This kind of collaborative approach was not common in Montgomery County
in that era, and it set the stage for the launching of Montgomery Moving Forward a few years
later. Sally served on the Leadership Group of MMF since its inception and was a key player
in making sure that MMF had sustainable operating funds annually to ensure its success. 
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Diego Uriburu, Executive Director, Identity, Inc.

Cliff White, Founding Partner, National Electronics
Warranty Corp., & Chair, Neighbors in Need Montgomery

Cliff White was a founding partner and the financial architect of NEW
Corporation (now Asurion Corporation), the world’s largest consumer
product protection company. He is now a partner in SWaN Investors,
a diversified private investment fund with dozens of investments,
including the Washington Nationals Baseball Club and Monumental
Sports & Entertainment. Mr. White is an active philanthropist, honored
as the 2017 Montgomery County Philanthropist of the Year. He serves
on the board of the Greater Washington Community Foundation 

Diego Uriburu co-founded Identity in 1998 to help immigrant youth
fleeing violence, natural disasters, and grinding poverty in Latin
America. Today, in pursuit of a just, equitable and inclusive society,
Identity creates opportunities for Latino and other historically
underserved youth across Montgomery County to realize their highest
potential and thrive. Diego’s lifelong commitment to equity extends
beyond his Executive Director duties. In 2019, under his leadership,
Identity joined forces with the Montgomery County Chapter of the 

Kathy Stevens, Executive Director, Montgomery
Coalition for Adult English Literacy (MCAEL)

Kathy joined MCAEL in 2012. She came to MCAEL from Montgomery
College, following career and volunteer experience in higher education
and nonprofits, including work as a senior executive of an
international, nonprofit membership organization. Further, Kathy is a
fundraiser, lawyer, community organizer and mediator. An active
community member, she is one of three Co-Chairs for Montgomery
Moving Forward. Additionally, she serves as a board member for the  

Collective Impact is a network of community members, organizations, and
institutions who advance equity by learning together, aligning, and integrating
their actions to achieve population and systems-level change.

NAACP Parents’ Council to form the Black and Brown Coalition for Educational Equity and
Excellence. He serves on the Boards of WorkSource Montgomery, the Montgomery County
Positive Youth Development Initiative and the Meyer Foundation. Diego is a former co-chair and
current member of Montgomery Moving Forward and the Latino Health Steering Committee. In
2014, the White House selected him as a César E. Chávez Champion of Change. He was
honored recently with the Roscoe R. Nix Leadership Award for extraordinary contributions to
Montgomery County. Diego was born and raised in Argentina and holds a master’s degree in
Clinical Psychology from the University of Belgrano in Buenos Aires.

where he founded and chairs the Neighbors In Need Montgomery Fund, focused on helping
County families help themselves out of poverty as well as emergency responses to the economic
effect of COVID on these families. He is also Vice Chair of Venture Philanthropy Partners which
serves vulnerable youth in the National Capital region. He and his wife, Debbie, are avid
supporters of education and workforce development for young people and adults in their county
and other organizations that create opportunities for vulnerable youth and residents in our county. 

Charles Koiner Conservancy for Urban Farming and a board member for Nonprofit Montgomery.
She is a graduate of Leadership Montgomery and Impact Silver Spring’s Community
Empowerment Program. Kathy holds her J.D. from the University of Richmond, Ed. M. from the
Harvard Graduate School of Education, and B.A. from Swarthmore College. When she is not at 
her desk or at a county meeting or event, Kathy can often be found hiking with her dog Blair,
finding live music to listen to, and hosting dinners to bring friends and family together over a meal. 
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Holly Bozeman
Leah Bradley

Bob Buchanan
Francisco Cartagena
Lavontte Chatmon

Annice Cody
Raymond Crowel
Stewart Edelstein
Dana E. Edwards

Anthony Featherstone
Sharon Friedman

Jessica Fuchs
Gigi Godwin

 

Anna Hargrave
Shauna Harps
Julian Haynes
Joanne Hurt

Suzan Jenkins
Byron Johns

Anne Khademian
Mike Knapp

Adam Luecking
Monifa McKnight

BB Otero
Nichelle Owens

Dusty Rood

Nonprofit Montgomery 
2021-2022 Board of Directors

Jackie DeCarlo, President
Elijah Wheeler, Vice President 

Shannon Babe-Thomas, Secretary
Ann Mazur, Treasurer

 

Chloe Bernardi
Cari Cho

Courtney Hall
Suzan Jenkins
Kylie McCleaf
Debbie Riley

Susie Sinclair-Smith
Kathy Stevens

Montgomery Moving Forward
Leadership Group 

(as of May 2022)

Co-Chairs:
 

Kevin Beverly      Susan Madden      Kathy Stevens

Sally Rudney

 Kimberly Rusnak

Karla Silvestre

Tricia Swanson

Bill Tompkins

Dira Treadvance

Diego Uriburu

Elijah Wheeler

Cliff White

William N. Wiechmann

Vivian Yao
 

Hope Gleicher 
(Honorary Member)

 

https://www.fsg.org/blog/redefining-collective-impact/#:~:text=The%20revised%20definition%20of%20collective,population%20and%20systems%2Dlevel%20change.
https://www.fsg.org/blog/redefining-collective-impact/#:~:text=The%20revised%20definition%20of%20collective,population%20and%20systems%2Dlevel%20change.
https://collaborationcouncil.org/


Our Sponsors are Heroes, too!

Event ACCELERATORS
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Shirley Brandman & 

Howard M. Shapiro The Friedman 
Family

We are deeply grateful to Cliff & Debbie White, 
our 10th Anniversary SUSTAINING sponsors, who
are featured on page 2 of this program.

Special thanks to our CHAMPION sponsors for
this event, who are also featured on page 2: 

Bob Buchanan
 

Hope Gleicher & Andy Burness
 

Greater Washington Community Foundation. 
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Event INVESTORS

Event LEADERS
 

Neal & Jennifer Simon

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Kevin Beverly

Easter Seals

Identity

Lerch Early & Brewer

Ruppert Family Foundation

Steve Silverman Government Relations

 



Join the Hero Squad!

Scan the QR Code to visit the
MMF web page, where you can
learn more about our work and
how to get involved.

Adventist Health Care

Jack R. Anderson Foundation

Bender Foundation

Leah Bradley

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

Cari Cho

Annice Cody and Peter Braverman

Jackie DeCarlo

Stew Edelstein

Greater Washington Community Foundation

Health Care Initiative Foundation

Joanne Hurt

Carol and Burt Kahn

Anne Khademian

Joan Kleinman

Cara Lesser

Susan Madden

J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation

Richard E. & Nancy P. Marriott Foundation

Maryland State Department of Education

MCAEL

Tom McElroy

Montgomery County Council

Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services

 

Montgomery County Executive

Joy and Ron Paul

Debbie Riley

Dusty Rood

Jana Sharp

Helene and Steve Shere

Kathy Stevens

Washington Area Women's Foundation

William Wiechmann

Margaret Williams

 

With thanks to MMF's Fiscal Year 2022 Donors!

 Donor list current as of 5/20/22


